
WHO WE ARE

MISSION
El Sistema USA® works to ensure every child has access to high-quality music 
education that celebrates their voice and potential, by supporting a national network of 
organizations & educators.

VISION
El Sistema USA is committed to equity 
and excellence in music education. 
We envision a world in which every 
child—regardless of income, 
geography, or identity—has access 
to a high-quality music education 
program that builds community, 
opportunity, and personal growth.

GUIDING PILLARS
El Sistema USA’s guiding pillars 
are high-quality music education, 
holistic impact, and access. View 
full pillars and ESUSA model here.

We believe that when music education is 
rooted in these pillars, students experience 
artistic and social growth.
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INTRODUCING THE ESUSA  
STUDENT IMPACT FRAMEWORK

In this model, students experience personal growth, connect with broader educational 
opportunities, and build community through music.

This growth ripples outward— enriching neighborhoods and building more vibrant, 
connected communities.

This framework aims to support El Sistema USA members and the larger field articulate 
the social and artistic impact of their programs through music. As we move forward, 
ESUSA aims to use these as benchmarks to measure the impact of the network.

Through our pillars we pursue  
four interconnected student impact areas:
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STUDENT IMPACT AREAS  
Music education that is rooted in the ESUSA pillars of community, access, and  
a holistic approach, supports students in:

1. Artistic Growth 
•	 Cultivating and pursuing musical and artistic excellence 

•	 Engaging with the arts ecosystem as lifelong musicians, listeners, and 
advocates

•	 Experiencing joy, creativity, and personal expression 

2. Personal Development 
•	 	 Building resilience, positive identity, and personal agency

•	 	 Cultivating positive mental health and overall wellbeing

•	 	 Forming meaningful relationships and community connection

•	 	 Thriving in psychologically safe, supportive spaces

3. Educational Pathways
•	 Building skills to support academic success and high school graduation

•	 Developing readiness for college, workforce, and vocational training

•	 Exploring pathways to meaningful career opportunities in the creative 
sector and beyond

4. Community Vitality
•	 Developing a sense of belonging and responsibility to their communities

•	 Engaging in civic participation through advocacy and leadership 

•	 Practicing cross-cultural exchange 

•	 �Contributing to community wellbeing and public life through artistic 
engagement
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